Community Vision for the North 16th Street Corridor
Preliminary Report - Data and Comments from Community Workshop and Online Survey
March 7, 2018

Purpose
The objective of the North 16th Street community
workshop and online survey was to capture current
travel behavior data and desires for travel options
other than auto travel on North 16th Street. We
also asked participants to identify changes and
amenities they would like to see in the
neighborhood in the future, in order to enable them
to both change travel mode and want to spend
more time in the area.

Background
The North 16th Street corridor is an industrial neighborhood that borders downtown and midtown
Sacramento. It links downtown to neighborhoods north of the city, but is also home to small residential
neighborhoods, local anchor businesses, and critical homeless services. The area is poised for an influx of new
residents to the Twin Rivers and Township 9 housing developments. Regional Transit has plans for a new light
rail station nearby. North 16th Street provides access to recreational opportunities at Pipeworks, the
Sacramento Northern Bikeway, and the American River Trail. While there are transportation and safety
challenges in the area, the North 16th Street corridor has great potential for change as the Sacramento region
grows.
In fall of 2017 the City of Sacramento unveiled plans for streetscape improvements along North 16th Street,
including new curb, gutter and sidewalk, landscaping, signage and lighting, and restriping for on-street
parking. In response to the City’s plans, several community members, management from Pipeworks Climbing
& Fitness, and other local business owners came together with concerns that the plans for streetscape
improvements fell short of addressing some serious travel
and safety needs in the corridor. We asked representatives
from WALKSacramento and Sacramento Area Bicycle
Advocates to join us and provide organizing support to our
group.
We knew anecdotally that there is demand for other safer
travel options in the corridor, but wanted to collect more
comprehensive data and input from members in the
community. A community workshop was organized to
envision future travel options and amenities for the North
16th Street corridor.
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A public workshop invitation was posted to Facebook. Email invitations were sent to the following
organizations, elected officials, and agency staff:
● River District Board
● Blue Diamond
● Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency
● Sacramento Area Council of Governments
● Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
● Regional Transit
● Union Pacific Railroad
● Sacramento Neighborhood Coalition
● Midtown Neighborhood Association
● Midtown Business Association
● Sacramento Housing Alliance
● Sacramento Republic Football Club
● Mayor Darrell Steinberg
● Councilman Jeff Harris
● Councilman Steve Hansen
● Councilman Allen Warren
● County Supervisor Phil Serna
● Assemblymember Kevin McCarty
● State Senator Richard Pan, MD
● Congresswoman Doris Matsui
● Sacramento County Regional Parks Director Jeff Leatherman
● City of Sacramento engineer Megan Johnson
On the Facebook event posting we also invited people to take a short survey in advance of the workshop
(survey link https://goo.gl/forms/YLc3LMDwuSZ1lkGG3). Over two weeks leading up to the workshop, 220
individuals responded to the survey.
The workshop was held on Wednesday March 7 from 6-7:30 at Pipeworks Climbing & Fitness. Over 150 people
attended the workshop and provided comments on maps and question boards.
In both the survey and at the workshop we collected input on four key questions:
1. How do you currently travel to and from the North 16th Street neighborhood?
2. If conditions were ideal, how would you prefer to travel to and from the North 16th Street
neighborhood?
3. What would you need in order to change your mode of travel?
4. If they were available, what other amenities would attract or keep you for longer in the neighborhood?
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Online Survey
The data collected through the online survey in response to the four questions is shown below and indicates a
strong interest in changing travel behavior, especially from driving alone to bicycling, if conditions were
improved. These changes would benefit safe travel for the existing residents and patrons to businesses in the
community, as well as help attract future residents and businesses to the neighborhood.
Question #1

Question #2

Question #3
What would you need in order to change your mode of travel? (listed in order of response frequency)
1. Bike lane, separated/protected bike lane
2. No more tunnel, or alternative to the railroad “pee” tunnel
3. Improved safety on the sidewalk/street
4. Solutions to the homeless camps in the neighborhood
5. Fewer people sitting/sleeping on the streets, sidewalks, tunnel
6. Better lighting
7. Improvements to the Sacramento Northern Bikeway, especially to make it feel safer at night
8. Cleaner streets, less litter/human waste
9. Improved sidewalks
10. Traffic calming to slow speeding drivers
11. Bus or mass transit option
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Question #4

In addition to the suggested responses shown in the chart above, survey respondents also wrote in the
following amenities:
● Trees
● Healthy affordable grocery store
● Parks
● Art space
● Food trucks
● Museum
● Affordable and mixed income housing
● Community center
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Community Workshop
The response data collected at the community workshop was very similar to the responses to the online
survey, as shown in the images of the question boards and summary tables below.
Questions #1-3

How do you currently travel to and
from the North 16th Street
neighborhood?

If conditions were ideal, how would
you prefer to travel to and from the
North 16th Street neighborhood ?

Drive alone

110

1

Carpool

23

8

Take the bus

0

1

Ride a bike

46

110

Walk

6

15

Use ride-sharing services
(e.g. Uber, Lyft)

0

0

Other

3

1
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Question #4

If they were available, which of these neighborhood amenities
would attract or keep you for longer in this neighborhood?
Housing

36

Retail

26

Entertainment

19

Cafe/brewery/pub

88

Coffee shops

49

Other recreation/fitness options

27

Other*

33

*Other responses included the following: River amphitheater/music venue, community center, trees (14
votes), mobile toilet (6 votes), community garden (4 votes), Thai/Mexican food (2 votes), planning that does
not lead to gentrification and displacement of existing residents.
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At the workshop we also provided two sets of maps, shown below, for participants to mark the location where
they begin their trip to Pipeworks or to the North 16th Street neighborhood and to identify improvements
that are needed in the area.
Map 1 - Participants were asked to identify where they begin their trip to Pipeworks/North 16th Street.

Participants identified the following neighborhoods where they begin their trip to Pipeworks or North 16th
Street:
1. Midtown/downtown - 72
2. North 16th Street neighborhood - 2
3. Oak Park and Tahoe Park - 13
4. East Sacramento - 12
5. North of the American River (Natomas) - 12
6. Land Park and Curtis Park - 8
7. West Sacramento - 6
8. Davis - 4
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Map 2 - Participants were asked to identify where and what kind of improvements are most needed.

The input provided on Map 2 reflected similar suggestions to those collected online, including:
● Improvements to walking and biking conditions along North 16th
● Lighting, placemaking
● Providing housing and social services for homeless or at-risk populations
● Trail improvements
● Improving public transit service throughout the area

Conclusion
The data summarized in this report, which was collected through an online survey and a community
workshop, demonstrates a clear interest from several hundred members of the local community to travel
differently along North 16th Street and in the adjacent neighborhood. In particular, participants indicate a
strong desire to change their mode of travel from driving alone to bicycling. Community members also showed
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a strong interest in having other destinations and community amenities in the neighborhood, which would
attract them or entice them to stay longer in the area. However, participants indicated that a number of
changes would need to be made in the North 16th Street neighborhood to make it more convenient and
attractive as a place to travel by bicycle, shop, work, recreate, and live. The community members that
provided input to this vision for North 16th Street are likely to provide strong support for such changes.
Please contact Jeanie Ward-Waller with questions (jeanww@gmail.com).
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