
The E-Bike Controversy - Balancing Benefits & Safety

Recent news articles about crashes involving e-
bikes and e-motos have generated panic and
pressured legislators to introduce bills in the
Assembly that put restrictions on legal e-bikes.

E-bikes are sometimes conflated with e-motos,
which don't have pedals and can reach high
speeds precipitating more dangerous crashes.

SABA believes that legal e-bikes are a step
towards improving the environment by replacing
short car trips and getting more people on bikes
and out of cars.

SABA E-Bike Program Manager Rob Youngren
addressed this issue in an opinion piece for the

Sacramento Bee.

"Because the region’s transportation system remains overwhelmingly car-centric,
pedestrians, runners, wheelchair users, cyclists and e-bike riders are often forced to
compete for limited space on trails and shared-use paths," Youngren said. "The answer is
not to discourage e-bike use. The answer is to build safer and more abundant
infrastructure that accommodates everyone. Legal e-bikes reduce transportation costs,
expand mobility for people who cannot or choose not to drive, reduce traffic congestion,
improve air quality and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions."

Read the full article

More information about E-Bikes:

Making e-bikes safer in California is smart. Smothering this new technology
is not, by Paul Thornton, Cal Matters, July 13,2026: There’s been a flurry of media
coverage about skyrocketing injuries, prompting local and state authorities to start
cracking down on e-bike usage. Earlier this year, California legislators looked ready
to squeeze the brakes hard on this revolution. Happily, they’ve since retreated from
e-bike panic and are focused, at least for now, on smarter safety measures.
How American River Parkway staff and volunteers confront e-bike safety on
and off the trail, by Andrew Spittler, Abridged PBS, May 29, 2026: High-speed
electric bikes are creating new concerns.
No, Electric Bikes Are NOT “Lazy” (5 Stats That Prove It), by Lawrence
Goozee, Discerning Cyclist, February 22, 2024: We debunk the myth that e-bikes
are inherently lazy, looking at five points showing that e-bikes might actually make
us more active, healthier citizens.
Folsom police impound e-moto, pledge increased enforcement of e-bike
activity, by Sofia Williams, Sacramento Bee, July 2, 2026: Folsom police
impounded an off-highway electric motorcycle Wednesday, signaling the city’s
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continued efforts to crack down on e-bikes and e-motos. Includes a table specifying
the differences between e-bikes and e-motos.

E-BIKE ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY

Support AB 1167 - Clarifying E-bikes vs. E-motos

SABA is supporting AB 1167. Existing law defines an electric bicycle as a bicycle
equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor that does not exceed 750 watts
of power. Existing law prohibits certain vehicles that do not meet the definition of an
electric bicycle from being advertised, sold, offered for sale, or labeled as an electric
bicycle, as specified.
 
AB 1167 would amend the type of vehicles that are prohibited from being advertised,
sold, offered for sale, or labeled as electric bicycles, including, among others, motor-
driven cycles and mopeds. The bill would additionally make a violation of this provision a
misleading statement for purposes of unfair competition and false advertising provisions
of the Business and Professions Code. 
 
Let your representatives know that you support this bill.

Munch and Crunch Featured on TV!

SABA's new bike lane sweepers
were featured on a KCRA 3 TV
news story.

The story noted that SABA has
launched two bike lane sweepers
(named in a contest "Munch" and
"Crunch") designed to remove
broken glass, gravel, leaves and
other debris that can create
hazards for cyclists. The sweepers,
purchased through a SMUD SHINE
grant, are towed behind electric bikes and operate separately from the City of
Sacramento's street maintenance program.

More information on Munch and Crunch.

"We Have Too Many Bikes" Sale

Need an affordable pre-owned bike?

The Community Bike Shop 916 in Oak Park, Sacramento is having a fire sale as we
have too many bikes!

Every bike priced under $300 is 50% off, all kids bikes free to kids under 18 who are
accompanied by a parent, and 20% off bikes priced $201-$500.

The sale is Thursday through Saturday, July 16-18 from 12:00 to 5:00 pm at 3816
Stockton Blvd, Sacramento.
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We're Hiring: Community Bike Shop Assistant Manager

SABA's Community Bike Shop is looking for an
Assistant Manager.

This position involves leading and working with a team
of staff bike mechanics and volunteers, ensuring high-
quality bicycle mechanic work, point-of-sale support
and oversight, and customer service.

The ideal candidate is an experienced bicycle
mechanic with customer service experience, a passion
for cycling, and an understanding of bike mechanics
and retail operations.

More Information and to Apply

Greer Elementary School Children Take the Walking Bus
to Summer School

On July 1, Barbara Lee, SABA's League Cycling Instructor, organized a "Walking School
Bus" for children attending summer school at Greer Elementary in Sacramento.

About 30 people attended - children and their parents to walk the half mile from El Pollo
Loco on Howe Ave to the school where they were greeted with snacks and swag. The
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goal was to show parents and children a way to walk and bike safely on their way to
school. Future Walking Bus events are planned.

Caltrans: State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

Caltrans has launched the update to the
State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, a
statewide policy plan that helps guide
walking, biking, and active transportation
investments across California.

The kick-off webinar is Thursday, July 30,
from 10:05 to 11:00 a.m. Registration is
required.

Caltrans is also seeking nominations for the
plan’s Technical Advisory Committee and
Policy Advisory Committee. More

information and to Register 

Cycling and Public Transportation in the News

Transportation sales-tax measure for Sacramento voters likely for November
ballot, by Ben van der Meer, Sacramento Business Journal, July 2, 2026:
Sacramento city voters are likely to be asked in November whether they're willing
to pay more in sales taxes to fund transportation improvements.
State workers returning to the office. Is Sacramento’s commute about to
change? by Madison Smalstig, Sacramento Bee, June 30, 2026: “I am trying to not
sit in traffic, not pay for parking every day.” Parking, buses, trains and e-bikes all
became part of the commute calculation.
10 Facts About Cycling to Work That Will Encourage You to Ride Even More,
by Herman Eloff, Discerning Cyclist, April 30, 2023: In recent years, cycling to work
has transformed from a niche activity into a growing trend among urban dwellers
seeking healthier, more sustainable lifestyles.
Sacramento begins issuing $150 tickets to drivers blocking bike lanes using
AI-assisted enforcement, by Elizabeth Perez, KCRA 3, July 13: Sacramento
drivers who illegally stop or park in bike lanes could now receive a $150 citation as
the city begins enforcement through a new AI-assisted parking program.
Biking on Long Distance Trails: The Departments of the Interior and USDA are
seeking public input to assist with implementing provisions of the Expanding Public
Lands Outdoor Recreation Experiences (EXPLORE) Act related to long-distance
biking trails. 
The 17 Top Bike Lane Cities In The World, by Mike, Bikepush, May 30, 2025:
From Amsterdam’s canal-side paths to Copenhagen’s bicycle superhighways, the
industry’s best bike lanes are transforming how we navigate urban spaces.

Ongoing events around town
SABA Bike Valet provides convenient, secure, no-cost bike parking at Golden 1 Center events.
Find us near Urban Outfitters.

To reduce wait times, scan the QR code and digitally sign in while you stand in our queue.

Bike Valet provides bike parking at many Sacramento events including the new venue Channel
24.

Check our events calendar for Valet-supported events.
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We're growing and hiring! If you have passion and interest in making

the world a better place through bicycles, then we want to hear from you!

Bike Valet

Our Bike Valets are the heart and soul of
SABA. We take care of your bike so you can
attend an event or a market without worrying
about whether your bike will be there when
you get back to it.

We could use some more great people who
believe in SABA's mission for Bike Valet. So,
please shoot us an email.

Bike Mechanics

Our set of bike mechanics are the envy of
town.

﻿Basic knowledge is necessary, but everyone
is constantly learning on the job and getting
better together.

﻿Find out more! Come learn by doing and
earn some dollars too.

If you can't make it to our events, you can still
support SABA today and become an advocate for

safe streets.

﻿We're working for commuters, recreational riders,
students, and seniors.

We're working for YOU.

Become a SABA supporter and help us continue offering programs like social rides,
bicycle classes, bike valet, and Ride Ready Repair services.

Support our efforts to make the Sacramento region a safer place for everyone to ride!

JOIN SABA
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Gear'd Up is proudly presented to you with
support from our friends at Centene, Metro
Air Park, Capitol Yards, Miles CPA PC, and
Sacramento Wheelmen.

Find out how your organization or business
can help make Sacramento the best place to
ride a bike. Join us!

Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates is a 501c3

﻿nonprofit organization.

﻿Your donation is tax-deductible.
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